Honorable Tom Wolf
Office of the Governor
508 Main Capitol Building
Harrisburg, PA 17120

Honorable Josh Shapiro
Pennsylvania Office of Attorney General
Strawberry Square
Harrisburg, PA 17120
13 July 2020

Dear Governor Wolf & Attorney General Shapiro
We the undersigned write to respectfully ask that you use every tool at your disposal to get
mortgage companies to provide relief or forbearance to borrowers during this extended
COVID-19 crisis. We ask that you do so in a way that helps private homeowners and
landlords, and that the benefits of forbearance are passed down to tenants.
As leaders advocating for the interests of tenants and landlords in Pennsylvania, we
regularly find ourselves on opposite sides; our interests do not always converge. But now
we indeed are all in this together. Tenants have lost their jobs and their income for no fault
of their own, which made it difficult to pay rent and utilities. When landlords are not
receiving rent they have trouble paying the mortgage on their property. The problems
caused by the shutdown of the economy cascade from the renter, to landlord, to mortgage
company.
We are asking that you do what you can to encourage and incentivize lenders to make
accommodations since it is in everyone's best interest. The fact is that if mortgage
companies do not provide options, then landlords in turn are forced to be harder on
tenants. While some lenders do grant forbearances, working hand-in-hand with their
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borrowers to craft manageable forbearance arrangements, we have seen examples of
lenders requiring the forborne amounts to be repaid in large lump sums.
For us to emerge from this crisis without an avalanche of evictions and foreclosures after
the moratorium ends, we need to make sure relief is there for the people with thin or no
margins. In this case, that is both tenants and landlords. Encouraging banks and lenders to
provide real forbearance options allows advocates the time needed to work for relief for
tenants and landlords.
That is why we ask for your help and encourage you to do everything in your respective
powers to ensure that banks allow landlords and homeowners to get forbearance to the
greatest extent as possible.
Should you do so, we respectfully ask the following:
-

-

Any property owner who receives forbearance should not have any mark on their
credit or any mortgage history that might adversely impact their ability to get a
mortgage in the future.
Any landlord who receives forbearance must pass financial relief on to their tenants.
Mortgage companies should offer multiple repayment terms on forbearance
amounts that do not saddle borrowers with large lump sum payments when the
forbearance period ends, including but not limited to tacking forbearance to the end
of the mortgage or spreading out repayment over the life of the loan.
Mortgage loans that are not covered by the federal CARES Act should be governed
by the same mandatory forbearance options for borrowers and foreclosure and
eviction suspensions as provided by federal law and subsequent guidance issued by
Fannie Mae, Freddie MAC, FHA, VA and USDA.

We respect the measured approach you have taken to keep Pennsylvanians safe and alive
in the face of an unprecedented crisis. Not everyone or every entity is equally equipped to
handle all that this crisis has thrown at us. Therefore, we respectfully ask you to take these
steps to help those least able to withstand such shocks to the system, and in doing so keep
people in their homes, keep people safe, and help Pennsylvania emerge stronger once we
are through this. We look forward to hearing from you and working with you on these
issues. Thank you.
Sincerely;
Larry Swanson
Executive Director, Action Housing
John J. Katz
President, Brandywine Communities

Debby Freedman
Executive Director, Community Legal
Services
Harvey Spear
President, HAPCO
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Victor Pinckney Sr.
1st Vice President, HAPCO

Elizabeth Tarloski, Esq.
Staff Attorney, Philadelphia VIP

Levana Layendecker
Deputy Director, Housing Alliance of
Pennsylvania

Megan Stanley
Executive Director, Pittsburgh
Commission on Human Relations

Kelly Gastley, Esq.
Managing Attorney, Philadelphia VIP

Jennifer R. Clarke
Executive Director, The Public Interest
Law Center

